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{ritical Stage Reached
In Talks'on AID Official-

By Richard Harwood

fween the United States and the Vietcohg’

prnment official, Gustav C. Hertz.
The negotiations, which have ‘ndw
-feached a critical stage, have been cdn-
flucted for months through a variety Jof
channels. If an agreement is reached,|it’
pill end a 14-month ordeal for Hertz)| a
high-ranking Agency for Internatiodal

pnd will climax one of the most fascinkt-
Ing and convoluted undercover negotja-
ions of modern diplomacy.
“The desperate, quiet effort to free h m'’
has involved since last summer the pér-
-gonal intervention of a U.S. Senatbr
Robert Kennedy), a fruitless ransom f-
ort by the Central Intelligence Agendy, .
he political fortunes of a North Africkn
SRR Bl pationalist leader, the intercession bf
GUSTAV C. HERTZ Private critics of American policy in Vigt- .
.. v U.S. sceks his release am, and the stability of the Saigon gdv--
T ‘ernment,

" Continue
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- T WASHINgGIONn PoOs a. riter :
Secret negotiations are under way l)e-

for the release of a captive American 3¢v-

Development official from Leesburg, Vh., -
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‘with the highest stakes in the «tor met scercily with Algerian

"Saigon

Shortly thereaflter the Sena-: ,

[

Always In the background,

affair, wore iwo helpless ‘men ( Ambassador  Cherif Guclal.i
who had never met — Hertz who, promiscd to personally

change for his release, a Vicl. -dent Ben Bella.

cong terrorist named Nguven RBen Rella Overthrown
Van Hai, who was arrested in
in March, 1985, for A
Participation in the bombing .the late President Kennedy,

of the American Embassy.

administx‘ator;}\mF rppresentatiyeg. But bl(f:l-'
iwith a fondness for practical _bore: s«_zr:xBous nggﬁtlatxons cou
jokes, went cycling one after- -thegm,, oen ‘.31.? was overe
noon in the suburbs of Sai- Jul:e“i‘Qm a military coup on
on. He lof h R

gon h:’ left ,b-el-]md é. gentle For the next several weeks,
and deeply religious wife, and : .
‘five hi , there was uncertainty as to
i children, one of whom was - (
istudying for the priesthood whether the new government.
:ba‘c“: };ome in thL U ‘tod of President Houari Boumedi-
{Starcs ¢ Vnited onne would be willing to con-
R tinue the effort on behalf of
' Hertz never returned from

.that ride and two mnionths
‘were to pass before the Viet-
icong  confirmed what was tention and the
_Wwidely Delieved. He had be-jagrced to take up wiere Ben
icome, as a captive, a civilian| Balla had left off,

bawn in a curious war. Iis| The initial results were en-
‘life hung in' the halance of couraging. The Algerians re-
"events he could noi control, ported that the Vietcong were ;
On April 7, the National| willing to exchange Hertz for;
Liberation Front, the political! the terrorist Hai
arm of the Vietcony, broad-| mained in custody in Saigon.
cast a communigue {rem
Hanoi announcing that Hertz
was in custody and would be
executed if the terrorist Hai
were put 1o death by the gov-; American Government. Gen.:
ernment of South Vietniam. Maxwell Taylor, a former Am-
Two days later, Hai was sen-

,popular AID

bassador Guelal brought the

who re-;

"High-Level Discussion
This proposal was taken L0,

tence was not to be carried

out. The South Vietnamesef 1y opposed an exchange on the'
spared his' life. terms being discussed in Al
By that time, the Hertz fam- _giers. '
ily had returncd to its homel * It that the

was argued

shunned all publicity and all :
comment cxcept for onc re-
Guest: “Pleasc be prayer{yl.”
Nearby was the family of her
brother-in-law, A, Burke Hertz,
an Alexandria lawyer.
Wecks passcd with no
sign that his captor intended
to let him go.

government and,
offer. It was further argued:y
that the release of the terrvor-r
ist at U.S. insistence might af-}

Kennedy's Ilelp Sought

At this point Sen. Kennedy
was approached by representa-
tives of the Hertz family. Thoy}
thought he mignt, in somel
‘way, be able to help. .
On the advice of fricnds,|
Kennedy decided that an ap-
proach to the Vietcong
through Algerian government
officials might be fruiiful. The
INLF had representatives in Al-
giers who were in regular con-|
tact with the Algerian gov-
ernment,

Kennedy broached the idea
fo the White House where the

o b

hblc.

ccl the political stability of
the Saigon regime. :

: : ; o5 scd, involving a broader ex-
and the man offered in ex- take,up the matter with Presi-| poscd, g
ooy ‘change of perhaps a dozen

fprisoncrs on cach side, includ-
iing Hertz. But nothing came/
Ben Bglla, an admirer of:of this alternative.

'was receptive to playing the, the flavor of a spy novel. From
The story began carly on F0le of intermediary andisources in Saigon came .word
Feb, 2 of ;):15: ;car. Helf’tz a Taised the subject with thei{pat it might be possible to se-
¢ cure Hertz' release through a
ransom arrangement. And un-
der the direction of the CIA,
_a ransom attempt was actual- ;1(, Ho to Algiers to accept cus-
ly made.

portedly $20,000—was turnedi
over to go-betweens in Saigon,
but IHertz was not released.

{ ; offered. The first was that the ' resentatives  of
Herlz, Early in August, Am- .nc0n” orror was fraudulent. |

. ) The second was that at the lastytact with U.S. officials. Sev-
.matter to Boumedienne’s at- pinute the Vietcong turned|
President’jo0n the offer. What hap-
‘pened to the money is still un-
‘certain, although reports have
!it that at least part of it has
ibecn recovered. :

“forts was discouraging.’ How-
|ever, the undertaking was not
:abandoned.

'SANE Official’s Role

the highest councils of t'hek'gest‘ed that Sanford Gottlieh
:0of Bethesda, political action:
director of the Committee for

bassador to South' Victnam’ T ‘ li 7
tenced to death but that sen-|.who was serving as a cousult-<fn%aﬁleblgg;;ia;oﬁgﬁlgg S‘?nl\;x%:;

ant to the President, rc;mt*ted-icom‘act with the NLF repre.
sentatives in Algiers;

clined’ to confirh} “any part
in Leesburg where Mrs. Hertz| United States had no control‘gzr;ltlgof%gzt iéfaég}nﬁ;;i;t

over prisoners of the Sai‘gon'ed by letter with contacts in
_ thercfore, a1oinns” and received :a favor-|
could make no valid exchange Gy, response. He',“was but t
ormed, it is reported, that the .'that he is alive and well,

Vietcong were again willing!
to exchange Hertz for the ter-{
‘rorist Hai, that they had so!
informed the South Vietnam-!
:ese, but had reccived no reply. |

Shortly thereafter, a new|
communication arrived!
through private channels from
| Algicrs to the effect that the!
Hertz-Hai exchange could be!
made if it were done “in al
.cerlain’ way.” This was inter-
;preted to mean that Sen.
;Kenncdy was to have a per-
{sonal role in the release, and
ithat possibly he was expected

An alternative plan was pro-

The next development had

tody of Hertz. ' i
A large sum of money—re-|l gy again, nothing came of!

New Appi'oaches Tried

All through .the winter, rep-
the Hertz
family here remained in con-

Two explanations have been|

eral new proposals were con-
sidered and several new ap-
proaches were tried, incluc-
ing a private approach to the
South Vietnamese Embassy
here. The South Vietnamese
responded, it is said, with an’
offer to cooperate in any way
possible. .

What subsequently occurred
was a renewal of the original
offer—Hertz for Hai—and it is
this offer that is the basis of-
the secret negotiations now:
under way.

" Will they bear fruit? ¥rom!
the best information available,
no inkling of the Vietcong at-
titude has recently been re-
ceived, and on- the basis of
past failures and frusiration:
there is no undue oplimism-
here. There is hope, however,.
that ‘an early response will he!
received. {

Hertz has not been secen fori

in.| months but the assumption is;

The failure of all these ef-

In September, it was sug-

Although Gottlieb has de-
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